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Thou art careful and troubled about many things : But one 
thing is needful. Luke x. 41, 42. 3 og 
Beware left any man ſpoil you through Philoſophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of 

the World, and not after Chriſt. Col. ii. 8. 
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LMOST all the Controverſial Wri- 


chat I have met with) ſeem to me to be 
guilty of one of theſe two Miſtakes ; and 
ſome of both of them. 


Firſt, all that they endeavour to do is to 


prove the Truth of the Doctrines which 
E they maintain, without clearly and di- 
4 ſtinctly ſhewing how far the Belief of 
them is neceſſary to Salvation : And, Se- 
condly, Many of them lay more Weight 
upon the Authority of the Fathers, Coun- 
cils, and ancient Liturgies, than what, 
I think, there is ſufficient Ground for. 

|. IF God requires the Belief of a Doctrine, 
© as neceſſary to Salvation; no Man, who is 
4 2 convinced 


ters in Divinity (or at leaſt of thoſe 
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bs PREFACE. 


convinced of this, can poſſibly doubt but 
that the Doctrine is true. But it is pol. 
ſible that a Doctrine may be true, and yet 


the Belief of it 1 not be neceſſary 15 
Salvation. 

Men of Capacity, no doubt, may be al- 
lowed to debate even the bare Truth of 
Doctrines; provided that they do it with 
Modeſty and Humility. But as for the 
Truth of thoſe Doctrines, the Belief of 
which is not neceſſary to Salvation, the 
Generality of Mankind are not capable of 
rightly apprehending and judging of the 
Arguments that are brought, on the one 
Side, and the other, when ſuch Doctrine 
are controverted. N 


Great Care, chetefole, bogbt 7 to 


be taken clearly to diſtinguiſh the Things 


that are neceſſary to Salvation from thoſe 
that are not /o; that Men of ſmall Capacity 
(who yet ought to take Care of their Sal- 
vation) may learn whatever is neceſſary for 
them; without amuſing themſelves wit! 
Things that are not neceſſary, and of which 


they are not, it may be, able, with the 


greateſt Application, to form a « right Judg- 
ment. 


The 


F'R-EF'& C'E V 
The Being of God, the Creator of all 
T hings, with the Obligation that lies upon 
us, his rational Creatures, to worſhip and 
obey him; and alſo the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, in the general, may be 
proved, and often have been proved by ſuch - 
clear and convincing Arguments, as a Man 
even of a low Capacity may well appre- 
hend: But the Difficulty that lies upon 
ſuch a Man, is clearly to find out what is 
neceſſary for his Salvation ; in the midſt of 
all the Diſputes and Controverſi:s about 
this Matter, which are maintained and 
kept up by the ſeveral contending Parties, 
who, all of them, call themſelves by the 
common Name of Chri/tians. 
Nothing is or can be neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, but only what God, who 1s the Au- 
thor and Giver of Salvation, has preſcribed 
to be performed on our Part, as a Condi- 
tion of it: Into which therefore every 
Man, who would be ſaved, is concerned 
and obliged, with all the Care he can, to 

enquire. 
The Divine Authority of all thoſe Books 
of Holy Scripture, which Protęſtants call 
Canonical, may be proved, and often has 
been proved by very plain Arguments ; 
A3 and 
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W en. 
and the univerſal Reception of them, 
among Chriſtians of all Ages and Places, 
is an undeniable Proof that they give us a 
true Account of the Chriſtian Religion. 
And as for the Apocryphal Books which 
the Church of Rome receives and owns as 
Part of the Old Teſtament; It is a ſufti- 
cient Reaſon for our not allowing them to 
be of Divine Authority, that the Tews, 
unto whom were committed the Oracles of 
God, Rom. iii. 2. never received or owned 
them as ſuch ; To ſay nothing now of the 


other Arguments that are brought againſt I 


them. Or in caſe we ſhould allow them to 
be of Divine Authority, yet it does not 
appear that they teach any thing to be 
neceſſary to Salvation, different from what 

ohe i in the Canonical Scriptures. | 

If 2 all that God requires as neceſſary 
to Salvation, can plainly be pointed out 
and ſhewn from the Canonical Scriptures ; 
it plainly follows, that every ſincere Chriſ- 
tian mult thereby be concluded. 

Or if any Man ſhall undertake to ſhew 
that any thing more is required as neceſſary 
to Salvation, beſide what the Scripture 
teaches ſo to be; and for this Purpoſe ſhall 
urge the Decrees of General Councils, the 

hes 
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Writings of the Fathers, or the ancient 
Liturgies of the Church as the Conveyers 
of Tradition to us; befide the particular 
Anſwers that may be, and often have been 
given to all theſe Allegations, it is enough 
to tell him, that before ſuch Proof as this 
is to be admitted, it muſt be clearly fſhewn 
and made out that theſe Councils, Fathers, 
and Liturgies, are of no leſs than Divine 


Authority ; ſince none but God himſelf has 


Power to preſcribe the Terms and Conditions 
of Salvation. And if the Holy Scripture 
plainly ſays, This is all that God requires 
as neceſſary to Salvation, and yet any Man 
ſhall tell me that He requires more than 


this; 1s not this to make God contradict 


Himſelf ? Wit . 

Theſe Conſiderations have put me upon 
framing the following ſhort, but, I hope, 
plain Diſcourſe ; which at firſt was de- 
livered as a Sermon, and is now publiſhed, 
in hope that it may be of ſome Benefit to 
all ſuch Readers as ſeriouſly look beyond 
this tranſitory World, and are more defirous 
to know their Duty, and put it in practice, 
than to fill their Heads with ſubtile 
Notions, 
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CATHOLIC CHRISTIANITY: 
OR AN 


ESSAY toward Leſſening the Number of 
CONTROVERSIES among CHRISTIANS, 


T will not be amiſs, in the Entrance of this 
Diſcourſe, to lay down ſome common Prin- 
ciples, in which all Ch/iſtians unanimouſly a- 
gree, and which therefore I need not ſtand to 
prove: Although, if there were Occaſion, they 
may be proved, and indeed often have been 
proved, by ſuch clear and ſolid Arguments as 

are abundantly ſufficient fully to convince every 
ſober and impartial Man. „„ 
I. All Religion conſiſts in Faith and Obe- 
dience. To believe whatever a Man is perſua- 
ded that God requires him to believe, and to 
do or forbear every thing according as he is 
perſuaded that God requires him to do or for- 
bear it, make up the Sum total of every Man's 
Religion. | £7 
11. The Chriſtian Religion, as it was deli- 
vered to the World by Je/us Cbriſt and his 
FP A 5 Apollles, 


1 
Apoſtles, is from God, and has God for its 
Author. „ 


III. A true Account of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion is given in the Holy Scriptures of the 


Old and New. Teſtament. The Church of 


Rome indeed will not allow it to be a full Ac- 


count ; for which Reaſon they add what they 


call Tradition to it: But whatever Account is 
given of Chrift or his Religion in the Holy 


by 


Scriptures, they allow it to be true: Which is 


enough for my preſent Purpoſe. 


IV. However difficult it may be to find out 
the true Meaning and full Import of divers ob- 
ſcure Paſſages of Holy Scripture; yet very 
many Paſſages of I are fo plain, as to leave no 
Room to doubt of the true Senſe of them. 

Theſe four Things being briefly premi- 


- ſed; I proceed to what I have propoſed. 


I is juſtly complained of, by ſober Men of 


all Parties, that a great many very difficult 


Queſtions are intermixed with the Doctrines of 
the Chriſtian Religion: So many, as that it is 
impoſſible for any Man to remember them 
all; and ſo difficult and intricate as to be be- 
yond the Capacity of much the greater Part of 
Men even to underſtand them. 

But there is one ſingle Queſtion, to which if 


a Man knows how to give a clear and full 


Antwer, he will have very little Occaſion to 
trouble himſelf about any other Queſtion or 
Controverly in Religion. The Queſtion which 
I mean is this: What muſt a Man do to be uy 

Ex 9 an 


C i -} 
and certain of eternal Salvation? If a Man be 
well and fully informed of every thing which 
is neceflary for his Salvation, and takes ſuffici- 
ent Care to put it duly in Practice; What 
poſſible Occaſion can he have for any more Re- 
ligion, or how indeed can any thing properly 
be called by the Name of Religion, that is not 
neceſſary to Salvation? n N 
Now the various Ways that Chriſtians of. 
different Parties have of giving an Anſwer to 
this moſt. important Queſtion, being till a 
great Perplexity to the Minds of many well-. 
meaning Men, and the Oecaſion of many Divi- 
fions and Schiſms in the Church of Chrif; the 
beſt and indeed the only Way for a Man to 
arrive at full Satisfaction herein, will be to have 
Recourſe to Jeſus Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſ- 
tles, whoſe Authority among all Chriſtians is 
| unqueſtionable; and to learn what is the An- 
ſwer which they have given to it. And if we 
plainly find that they have given a full and 
clear Account of all that is neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, What Man is there, who calls himſelf a 
| Chriſtian, that will dare to make any Alteration 
in, or Addition to what they have plainly de- 
_ and made known touching this Mat- 
ters | 5775 
To come home then to the Point: We find 
| WF this very Queſtion put to our Bleſſed Saviour, 
I 1D theſe Words, Matt. xix. 16. What good thing 
| | ſoall I de that I may bave eternal life? To 
| which our Saviour returns this Anſwer, ver. 
4 . 17 : hh 


C na } 
17. F thou wilt enter life, keep the command.- 
ments, The ſame Queſtion, with our Saviour's 
Anſwer to it, is recorded by St. Mark, ch. x. 
ver. 16, 17. And by St. Luke, chap. xviii, 
ver. 17, &c. Again, upon another Occaſion, 
a certam Lawyer, to make a Trial of our Bleſ. 
ſed Saviour, puts the ſame Queſtion. to him; 
Maſter, fays he, what ſhall I do to inherit eter- 
nal life? He ſaid unto Him, M bat is «written in 
the Law? How readeſt thou? And he anſwering 
fs Thou ſbalt love the Lord thy God, with all 
thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all 
thy firength, and with all thy mind, and thy 
er as thyſelf. And be ſaid unto him, Thou 
haſt anſwered right : this 4⁰ and thou s live, 
Luke x. 25, G. 
Thus we have our Bleſſed Saviour s Anſwer 
to this great Queſtion. Let us hear alſo what 
the Apoſtles ſay te itt 421 tif 
"85 0.37. :: The: People l unto Peter 
4 to the ref of the Apoſtles, Men and brethren, 
what ſpall we do? Their Meaning undoubtedly 
was to know what they were to do, in order to 
their Salvation. Then Peter ſaid unto then, 
Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of Gini. 
Though this Anſwer is expreſſed in other 
Words; yet in reality it is the very ſame that 
our Saviour (as we have heard) had before 
given to the like Queſtion; Repentance being 
nothing but the turning away from Sin, to 


keep the Commandments of God; and it being 
4 Wes one 


1 

one of the Commandmenis, which God had then 
given by Jeſus Chriſt that Men ſhould be bap- 
tized in his name, Matt. xxviii. 19. 

A, xvi. 30. We again find this ſame Queſ- 
tion to have been put to. St. Paul and his 
Companion Silas, by the keeper of the Priſon 
who had them in Cuſtody : Sirs, ſaid he, what. 
muſt I do to be ſaved? To which their Anſwer 
was: Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou. 
ſhalt be ſaved, and thy houſe ; that is to ſay, as 

many of thy Houſe as ſhall Selieve. Now that 
this Anſwer. alſo is exactly agreeable to thole Wi 
which I have already mentioned will eaſily ap- £0 
pear if we conſider, that to Believe on the Lord 10 
Jeſus Chriſt molt certainly includes the receiv- 
ing and owning the Doctrine which he taught; 
the fundamental Principle of which was, That 
to.keep the Commandments of God is the only way 
to Salvation; and that one of theſe Command- 
ments is, That we ſhould Zelieve on the name of 


bis Son Jeſus Chriſt; as St. Tu expreſsly tells 
us, 1 John 111. 2 


Although r Anſwers, as I have thus na- 
kedly ſet them down, may appear to be ſuffi- 
ciently plain to every honeſt Man who ſincere- 
ly aims at the knowledge of his Duty; yet that 
they may make, if poſſible, a fuller and clearer 
Impreſſion vpon our Minds, it will not be 
amiſs to add a few other remarkable Paſſages 
of holy Scripture to them, wherein God is 
pleaſed to point out the Sum and Subſtance of 
all that he requires from Men; and conſe- 
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quently all that is neceſſary to our eternal Sal- 


| vation. 


Deut. x. 12. Moſes thus ſpeaks unto the Peo- 


ple of God: And now, Jrael, what doth the 


Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord 
thy God, to wall in all his ways, and to love 
him, and to ſerve the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy ſoul, to keep the command- 
ments of the Lord, and his ſtatutes, which [ 
command thee this Jay for thy good? a 

Let us hear the Concluſion of the whole 
Matter: Frar God and keep bis commandments; 
For this is the whole duty of Man; ſays Solomon, 
Ecclef. xii. 13. 

The Prophet Iaiab having expoſtulated with 
the People of ſrael for their great Wicked- 
neſs, and in a particular Manner for their Hy- 
pocriſy in performing the outward ceremonial 
Part of Religion, when at the ſame time they 
were moſt corrupt and immoral in their Lives; 


at laſt comes to ſhew them what they mult do, 


in order to a full Reconciliation with Almigh- 
ty God, whom they had moſt grievouſly offen- 
ded. Waſh ye (ſays God by the Mouth. of that 
Prophet) make you clean, put away the evil if 
your doings from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, 

learn to do well, ſeek judgment, relieve the op- 

preſſed, Juage e the fatberleſs, plead for the widow. 

After whic 


they be red lite crimſon, They your le. as ae, 
Iſaiah 1 1. 16. Se. 5 i 
| T e 


it follows: Though your Sins be as 
fearlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow; though 


CT -. 

The Prophet Micah 8 this Queſtion of a 
Man who appears deſirous to pleaſe God : 
Wherewithal ſhall I come before the Lord, and 
bow myſelf before the high God? &c. to which 
he gives this Anſwer : He hath ſhewed thee, O 
man, what 1s ue) and what doth ihe Lord re- 
quire of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, 
and to wall bumbly with thy God? Micah vi. 
6, Sc. God is no reſpefter of Perſons : But in 
every nation be that feareth him and worketh 
righteouſneſs, is accepted with bim, ſays St. 

Peter, Acts x- 34, 35. x 

The grace of God that bringeth ſalvation hath 
appeared to all Men ; teaching us, that, denying 
ungodlineſs and worldly Iufts, we ſbould live ſo- 
berly, rigbteouſiy, and godly in this preſent world, 
Looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious 
apearing of the great God, and our Saviour 
Jeſus: Chriſt ; ſays St. Paul, Tit. ii. 11. 
Many other like Paſſages of Holy Scripture 
might be added, if, in ſo plain a Caſe, it were 
neceſſary; but the main Tenor and Drift both 
of the Old and New Teſtament, being mani- 
feſtly all to this very Purpoſe, makes it altoge- 
ther needleſs. And therefore from the whole 
I may, upon very ſure Grounds, lay down this 
Concluſion, in anſwer to the Queſtion pro- 
poled : | 4s | 

That To believe in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
to keep the Commandments of God, is the ſure and 
only. Hay to eternal Salvation, 3 

81 he 


( WI * 
The Neceſlity of believing in the Lord Jeſu; 
Chriſt, in order to Salvation, is moſt exprelsly 
declared in the Holy Scriptures. Thus our 
Saviour Himſelf ſays, God fo loved the world, 
that be gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth in Him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life, &c. John iii. 16, 17, 18, 19. And 
again, ver. 36. He that believeth en the Son, 
Halb everlaſting life: and be that believeth not 
the Son, ſoall not ſee life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on bim. 


Again: This js life eternal, that they might . 


know thee the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 


whom thou haſt ſent, John xvii. 3. Neither is 


there ſalvation in any other : For there is none 
other name under heaven . given among men, 


whereby we muſt be ſaved, as St. Peter tells us, 


Acts iv. 12. To which many more Texts 


miglit be added, but that they are already ſuf- 
ficiently known to every one who is a little 

acquainted with the New Teſtament, * 
And that it is in like manner neceſſary that 

we keep the Commandments of God, is ſo expreſsly 


declared in the Paſſages which I have already 


quoted, with many others that might be added, 
and fo univerſally acknowledged by all Chriſ- 
tians, that I need ſay no more for the Proof 
. . 

Before I proceed farther in what I deſign, 
there is one Difficulty, with which many ſeem 


to be puzzled, for the removing of which it 


will not be improper to ſay ſomething. 1 
10 


o 


| (6 AP 3 

« Tf (ſay they) explicitly to believe in 7/8 
« Chriſt, and to keep the Commandments of 
« God, be thus abſolutely neceſſary to eternal 
« Salvation; what ſhall become of thoſe who, 
« all their Life long, have been, are, or ſhall 
« be kept in invincible Ignorance of all, or 
« almoſt all theſe Things? It is impoſſible 
e for a Man to believe in Chriſ, if he has ne- 
« ver heard of him, or of the Grounds or Rea- 
e ſons upon which our Belief in him is to 
e be founded. It is alſo impoſſible for him 
« to keep the Commandments of God, if he 
| « does not ſo much as know what theſe Com- 
e mandments are. And yet that Millions and 
« Millions of People, in all Ages of the 
% World, have lived and died not only in the 
«© utter Ignorance of all theſe Things, but 
e without any Way or Means of coming to 
« the Knowledge of them, is beyond Diſpute : 
e And that Millions and Millions more are 
« likely to continue to do the ſame, may well 
* be concluded from the preſent State of 
% Mankind upon the Face of the Earth. Muſt 
* all theſe poor Souls then be eternally dam- 
e ned for not believing and doing what, for 
* want of Knowledge and even the Means of 
it, was abſolutely impoſſible for them to 
e believe or do? Shall not the Judge of all the 
* earth do right? Gen. xviii. 26, | 
Io all which it is very ſufficient to anſwer, 
in the Words of Moſes, That /ecret things belong 
unto. the Lord our God: but thoſe things which 
4 | are 


5 


( v8 5) 7 
are revealed belong to us and to our children f1; 

Der, Deut. xxix. 29. 1 
Both Reaſon and Holy Scripture give us 2. 
bundant Aſſurance that God is infinitely juſt 
and good; and therefore that he will neither 
deal unjuſtly nor cruelly with any Man. If a 
Man has ſufficient Knowledge, and will not 
act according to it; or if he has the Means of 
' Knowledge in his Power, and will not make 
_ uſe of them, he juſtly deſerves to be puniſhed; 
and whatever Puniſhment he undergoes for his 
Obſtinacy or groſs Neglect, he brings it on 
himſelf; and therefore has none but himſelf 
to blame for it. And yet what Allowance 
God will make, even in ſome of theſe Caſes, 
for the Weakneſs and Frailty of Man, where 
the Temptations are very ſtrong or ſudden, is 
more than we know: Only in general Terms, 
he has told us, That like as a father pitieth his 
children; fo the Lord pitieth them that fear hin, 
For he knoweth our frame, he remembreth that 
we are duſt, Pſal. ciii. 13, 14. Which gooane/s 
of God, inftead of making us preſumptuous, 
ought to lead us to repentance, Rom. n. 4. But 
how. he will deal with thoſe who are 1nvincibly 
(and therefore inculpably) ignorant, is a Secret, 
which he has reſerved to himſelf; for which 
Reaſon it would be a vain Preſumption in us 
to enquire into it. There is ſcarce any Man, 
even among the Heathens, fo ignorant or ſtu— 
pid, as not to carry ſome Light of Religion, in 
is own Reafon and Conſcience. How os 
Light 


| (. ag ) 
Light ſhews the work of the law written in his 
| heart (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, Rom. ii. 15.) 
can be known only to God, who is the ſearcher 
| of hearts ; nor has God, upon this Occaſion, 
| made any thing more Known to us, but only 
| that as many as have ſinned without law, ſhall 
| alſo periſh without law: and as many as bave 
| finned in the law, ſhall be judged by the law, 
Rom. ii. 12. God will not judge any Man by 
| a Law which he never knew, nor had any Way 


to come to the Knowledge of: But ſuch Men 
n WE hall be judged by their own Conſciences; nor 
is it to be doubted but that God will paſs a 


righteous Sentence on them ; but what that 
| Sentence will be, either in the general, with 
reſpe& to them all; or in particular, with re- 


„Lord ſhall diſcover it. 
„ When St. Peter, like other Men, was deſirous 
to have his Curioſity gratified; and, in order 
+ WE thereunto, put a Queſtion to our Bleſſed Savi- 
„ our, to know what ſhould befal the Apoſtle 
St. Jobn; our Saviour, inſtead of complying 
Vith ſuch a fruitleſs Requeſt, gives him a 
„gentle Rebuke: bat is that to thee ? (ſays he) 
h WF follow thou me, John xxi. 22. In like manner, 
if a Man ſhall be inquiſitive to know in what 
„ State the ancient Patriarchs and others are, 
ho had but an imperfect Knowledge of Chriſt, 
before his Coming into the World; nor what 
is WF 1s or ſhall become of the Heathens, or ne 

| N | wae 


ſpect to any one Man, is never to be known 
„ do any but God, until the great Day of the 


ag > PF 
— * r —_— "Ms 
— 2 2 - — = <7 
"5 a : » T1 && 1 2 ; 
2 "oj - E 
* | 
: 7 
— _ 4 —_— 
1 - 5 


2 2 : - 
2» ' * a 
— * * _ a * - + 7 
4 4 * 


— 


** 
2 on ME 3 
- — 2 
_ LS 


a” 
—_— 


— 45 


» n m_ 2 ad at 
» K 44 -_ 5 - ” 
4 Kan v 


* 2 
2 n - - 
ED — 
Xp A — — 
— * 8 2 —_ . 


_— 


„ 
who never had, or are like to have any Know- 
ledge at all of Chriſt, and but very little or none 
of God's Commandments; the like Anſwer 
may be given to him: “ What is all this to 


ee thee? Or how art thou concerned in it? 


& Follow thou Chrift; be thankful for the 
&« Means of Salvation which he hath: afforded 


© thee, and make the right Uſe of them; but 


& do not pretend to intermeddle with Matters 


c which belong unto God alone, and wherein 


ce thou haſt nothing to do.” 
Setting therefore this Queſtion entirely aſide, 
as altogether uſeleſs and impertinent to us; 
there are two other Things which are here 
neceſſary to be enquired into, in order to 


our better underſtanding the way of Salva- 


tion. 5 14 7 | 8 
Firſt, What are the particular Things com- 


prehended under this general Expreſſion of 
believing in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? Or in other 


Words, what are the ſeveral Particulars which 
the Holy Scripture propoſes to be believed 
concerning Cbriſt, in order to our being ſaved 


through him ? TEL 


Secondly, What are thoſe Commandments 
of God, which for the fame Purpoſe, we are 
obliged to keep? 

Firſt then, What are the ſeveral Particulars 


which the Holy Scripture propoſes to be be- 


lie ved concerning Chriſt, in order to our being 
ſaved through him? 


And 


TY A 3 — Go” Vo CH © 


wa 
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And here I may well lay down this as a fun- 


damental Rule: TH 3 Ge, vs made 


believe the lame, as 50 as. WA aan by our reaſon 


able Diligence attain to the Knozolede of it. It 


is very poſſible indeed that once Man may have 
much more Knowledge of cheſe Things than 
another (for want either of Capacity or due 
Information) is able to arrive to. But that 
every Man is bound to make an honeſt and 
ſincere Enquiry into what, God has made 
known concerning them, and to believe what- 
ever he finds that God has made known, is 
what I am ſure no Chriſtian will deny, and 
therefore | need not offer any Proof for it. 

In the firſt Place then, The chief and prin- 


| cipal Thing that God has made known to us 


of Jeſus Chriſt, and which for that Reaſon we 
are bound to believe, 1s, that Ile is the Son of. 
Cad. I call this the chief and principal Thing 
to be believed of him, becauſe I find it ſo to 
be repreſented in the Holy Scripture, Thus 
when our Saviour put this Queſtion to his 
Apoſtles, Thom ſay ye that I am? Simon Peter 
anſwered and ſaid, Thou art Chriſt, the ſon of 
the living God. And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid 
unto him, Bleſſed art thou, Simon Bar-jona : For 
fleſh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 


my Father which is in Heaven, Matth. xvi. 15, 


16, 17. And the like Profeſſion of Faith St. 
Peter makes upon another Occaſion : Thou haſt 


ibe words of eternal life, and we believe and are 


fure 
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ure that thou art the Chriſt, the fon of the Living 


God, John vi. 68, 69. 

John xi. 28. Our Bleſſed Saviour ſays of 
himſelf unto Martha: I am the reęſurrection and 
the life : He that believeth in me, though be were 
dead, yet ſhall he live: and whoſoever liveth and 
believeth in me, ſhall never die. Believeſt thiy 


this? She ſaith unto him: Yea, Lord; I believe 


that thou art the Chriſt, the ſon of God, which 
Should come into the world. 

When the Eunuch, upon the Inſtruction 
which he had received from Philip, expreſſed a 
Deſire to be baptized; Philip ſaid: If — be. 
lieveſt with all thine heart how mayeſt. And he 
anſwered and ſaid : I believe that Jeſus Chriſt is 
the ſon of God. Upon which Profeſſion of his 
Faith, Philip immediately baptized him, and 
thereby received him as a Member of the 


Church of Chrift, as we read, Alls viii. 36, 


377 38. 
When St. Paul had een miraculouſly con- 


verted to the Chriſtian Faith; and from a Per- 
ſecutor of the Goſpel, was, by Cbriſt himſelt, 
made an Apoſtle and Preacher of it; this was 
the principal and fundamental Doctrine which 
he every where taught; as we are expreſsl) 
told, Al, ix. 20. Straigbtway he preached 
Chriſt in the Jpnagogues, that he is the Son of 

God. 
Whoſoever fhall confeſs that Jeſus is the ſon of 
5 Cod, God dwelleth in him, and be in God, ſays 
St. Jobn, 1 John iv. 15. And again: bo : 
= be 


the 


ariſes 


Fi 


cCerta 


ten, 


| Holy 


ſhew! 


wo OY — + DW, Vw & © ww 3+ 6 


Ta 


SJ" e HJ, 2 * 


1 ) 
ze that overcometh the World, but be that be- 
lieveth that 22 eſus is the Jan of God? Chap. v. 
ver. 5. 
More than this Ras not, I think, be ſaid to 
any one who acknowledges the Divine Autho- 
rity of the Holy Scriptures, to make it appear 


to him, that the chief and principal Thing to 
| be believed of our Lord Fe/us Chriſt, is, that 


He is the Son of God: But here there ariſes a 


| Difficulty, which at firſt was ſtarted by ſuch 


Men as were for e e all Things by their 


own Underſtanding - but, in Proceſs of Time, 


has not a little perplexed others alſo; and 
therefore ought to have a fair Anſwer given to 


it; which I ſhall endeavour to do, without in- 
termeddling with ſuch Cavils as miniſter queſ= 
lions, rather than godly ediſying, which is in 
| faith; To which Sort of Things the Apoſtle 
| directs us not to give heed, 1 Tim. i. 4. 


The Way of fairly propoſing a Difficulty i is, 


Firſt to grant all that is plainly to be granted, 


and then to ſhew what more remains that yet 
wants to be cleared up. After which Manner, 


if a Man of Candour and Ingenuity propoſes 
the Dificulty which I have told you here 


ariſes, he muſt thus proceed: 


Firſt, He muſt grant that Fe/us. Chriſt moſt 
certainly is the Son of God; becauſe He is of- 


ten, in a very remarkable Manner, declared in 


Holy Scripture ſo to be, as I have already 


hewn you. What remains therefore here. £26 
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( 24 ) 
be explained, is, only what is the true Mean. 
ing of this Expreſſion. a 

Secondly, He muſt grant that "AY great and 
glorious Things are ſpoken of him, as cannot 
poſſibly agree to any meer Man, nor indeed to 
one but God. The Paſſages of Holy Scrip. 
ture to this Purpoſe are many and very wel 


known: I ſhall only mention two or three of 


them. 0 87% 

Jolin i. 1. We thus FOCUS i 9 beginnin 
was \the Word, and the Word was with God; 
and the Word was God; The ſame was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made by 
him and without him was not any thing madt, 
that was made. In him was life, and the lift 
 20as the light of men, &c. Why this Term, 
Word (or Logos, as it is in the Original Greet) 
is made uſe of, we need not here enquire, 
But that all is ſpoken of our Saviour 7:/u; 
_ Chriſt, is allowed on all Hands, and moſt ms 


nifeltly appears from ver. 14. Where St. 7obn, 


continuing his Diſcourſe, ſays, The Word wa; 
made Fleſh and dwelt among us, And we beheld 
his glory, the glory as of the only Wen of tht 
Father, full of grace and truth. _ 

Col. ii. 3. The Apoſtle, f. peaking of Chrij 
ſays, that in him are bid all the treaſures of 
w1/aom and knowledge: And ver. 9. he fays, 
that in him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the God. 
head bodily; which is ſuch a Conjunction of 
the Divine and Human Nature in him, as ne- 


ver was in any other. Man, It was a peculia 


Privilege 


( 25 0. 
Privilege! which: God vouchſafed unto his 


himſelf Known unto other prophets in wifions or 
dreams ; "with faithful Moſes be ſpoke mouth to 
But infinitely beyond all this, in Jeſus Cbriſt 
8 duwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead "budily 


"Heb. i. 2. The Apoſtle tells us, that G0 


ubom 4 
| brightneſs of bis glory, and the expreſs image of 
| bis perſon, and upholding all things by the word 
ef bis power, when be bad by himſelf purged our 
| ſins, ſat down on the right hand of the Majeſty on 
| high: Being made ſo much better than the Angels 
4, He bath by inhberjtance obtained a more- excel- 

lent name than they. For unto which of ibe An- 


% be made the worlds. Who' being the 


% him à Father, and he ſpall be to me a Son? 


Cod worſhip bim. And of the Angels he ſaith, 
ö maketh” bis Angels ſpirits, and bis Mi- 
ert a flame of fre. But unto the Sou be ſaith, 


70 thronz, O Got, if for ever and ever, a ſrep= 


ts 1 Many 


choſen Servant Moſes, that whereas he made ; 


| mouth, Numb- xii. 6, 7, 8. face to face, a 
man ſpeaketh unto his friend, Exod: xxxitl. 11. 
He has taken up his very: Habitation; In bim 


(chat is to ſay, ſubſtantially) ſays St. Paul. | 


whom be hath appointed heir of all things; by 
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© gels ſaid he, at any time, Thou art ny Sen, this 
ai bave 4 begotten thee? And again, Þ will be 


And again, When he bringeth in the firſt begotten 
into the" World, be ſaith: And let the Angels of 


: 70 of righteouſneſs is the ſeeptrg of thy kingdom, 
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5 . 
Many other pregnant Paſſages of Holy Scrip. 
ture might to the ſame Purpoſe be added; hut 
they are ſo well known, that I need not now 
mention them: Thoſe which I have already 
alledged being very ſufficient to prove what! 
have ſaid, it muſt in the Second Place be granted, 
and indeed is generally allowed by all Chriſti- 


ans, that ſuch great and glorious Things are 


poken of Chriſt, as cannot poſſibly agree to 
any mere Man, no, nor to any Angel, or 
Creature, how excellent ſoever, but only to God. 
_ Thirdly, It is alſo granted that Feſtus Chriſt is 
the Son of God, not barely in the ſame Manner 
as good Men, and the bleſſed Angels are ſome- 
times alſo called be Sons of God; but in a 
Manner peculiar to himſelf, and altogether 
different from that wherein any other Perſon 
Has this Appellation given to him. But the 
Streſs of the Difficulty lies here, that we have 
no Conception of the Manner how God, who 
is an eternal, infinite, and immortal Spirit, 
could beget a Son; and how is it then poſlible 
for us to believe a Thing of which we neither 
have, nor indeed are capable of having any 
Conception or Notion? 
I 0o this it will be eaſy to give a ſatisfactory 
Anſwer, by conſidering that there are many 
Things which we believe and are fully perſua- 
ded and convinced of, although we are alto- 
gether ignorant of the Manner how they are, 
or came to be, ſuch as we fully believe chem 


to be. 88 
"44 bl 5 Every 


TW) 
Every Man is by his own Experience fully 


convinced that his Soul is united to his Body: 
But how and in what Manner it is thus united, 
ſo as to-give Life, Senſation, and Motion unto 
the Body, which without the Soul would. be 
but a dead Carcaſe, no Man 1s able to give an 


Account. 


Every Man, -who conſiders, muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity be convinced that there is and muſt be 


an eternal firſt Cauſe of all Things which never 


had nor could have a Beginning or Being. 


For if there had been but one ſingle Inſtant, in 


which nothing at all did exiſt, it would be ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible that any thing ſhould ever 
have exiſted, or been produced: And yet how, 
or after what Manner, it is poſſible that any 
thing ſhould be, or exiſt without any Begin- 
ning of it's Being, is altogether beyond the 
Reach of our finite Underſtanding. _ 

Every Man, who has any Religion, believes 
that God is preſent in all the Parts of the Uni- 
verſe, ſo as every where to know all things, 
and to be able to do whatever is poſſible to be 
done. But how, and in what Manner, he is 
thus Omnipreſent, Omniſcient, and Omnipo- 


tent, the greateſt Philoſopher is not able to 


. e 
Jo give but one Inſtance more, and that a 
very familiar one: A Man born blind, who 


never had the leaſt Glimmering of Light; by 


the Converſation which he has with other Men, 


is fully convinced that there is ſuch a Senſe as 


B 2 Sigbt, 
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( 28 ) 
5 4 hereby Men diſcover and! Aiftinguit 
ings one from another at a Diſtance, Bur 
5 Ny after what” Manner, it is that Men 
jr, and thus diſtinguiſh Objects, he neither 
as nor can have the leaſt Apprehenſion or 
Notion, 


mie us now apply theſe: few Inſtances to the 
ter in hand. We have the infallible Teſti. 


| 55 of the Holy Scripture that Fe/us Cbriſt is 


Zhe Son, the began the only begotten Son of 
God, John i. 14. 18. The only Difficulty, in 
belieying this, ariſes from hence, that we are 
not able to conceive the Manner how God, 


Who is an eternal, infinite, and immortal 


„Spirit, could deget a Son. But if this be a 
"good Reaſon for not believing Je/us Cbriſt to 
De the Son of God; by the ſame Rule we muſt 

not believe that our own Souls are united to 
our Bodies: We muſt not believe that God is 


Eternal, Ommipreſent, Omniſcient, or Omni- 


ent; becauſe our weak Underſtanding 1 
not able to form a Notion of the Manner how 


"theſe Things are fo: And a blind Man, not- 
1 withſtanding all that his Neighbours ſay to 


him, muſt never believe that there is any ſuch 
_ hing as Sight, Light, or Colours; becauſc 
it 1s imp oflible for him, without the proper 
Facul to conceive any Notion of them. 
Indeed, at this Rate, we muſt not believe that 
any Caufe produces any Effect; becauſe the 
wiel of Men are not able to give à clear yr 


ür of the Manner how Cauſes operate. 1 | 
on that 


( 29.) 


that at laſt we muſt come to believe nothnt. 


at all. 


God requires no Impoſſibility from us; and 
therefore does not expect that we ſhould be- 
lieve more of any thing, than what He hath, 
given us both the Capacity and Means of in- 
forming ourſelves, and coming to the Know- 
ledge of: But to refuſe to believe any thing 
that He has ſo expreſsly declared in his holy 


Word, only becauſe we do not underſtand the 
Manner how it is, or comes to be, is p 0 


to ſet our own. weak and dim-ſighted Wi 
dom upon a Level with his Divine Omniſci- 
an. 

e know. the Things of God but in part; 
we propheſy of them but in part; we ſee them 
through a glaſs darkly, or in a riddle (as it is in 
the Original, and Margin of our Bibles) 1 Cor. 


xiil.. 9. 12. We walk by faith, not by ſight, 2 


Cor. v. 7. And faith is the evidence of things 
uot ſeen, Heb. xi. 1. He therefore who be- 
lieves all thoſe great and glorious Things, that 
God has in bis holy Word moſt plainly decla- 
red of Feſus Chriſt, and particularly that He is 
the. only. begatten Sou of God; and in Conſe- 
quence of this Belief, honoureth the Son, as he 
bonoureth -the Father, as our Saviour expreſsly 
tells us we are to do, Jobm v. 23. his Faith 
in this Point, is very ſufficient, becauſe he 


believes all of it that God has thought fit 
to make known to us; and as for the Manner 


how theſe Things are or come ſo to be, which 
3 Gag 
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God has not thought fit to reveal; he miſt 
be content to be ignorant of it, until he 
comes to ſee God face to face, 1 Cor. xiii, 12. 
And thus I have given ſuch an Account, as 
the Holy Scripture gives of the chief and prin. 
._Cipal Thing which God has made known to be 
believed by us of Feſus Chriſt; which is, that 
He 1s the Son of God in a Manner peculiar to 
himſelf, although to us unknown. 
Other Things there are which God has made 
known unto us of Fe/us Chrift, which therefore 
we ought to enquire into and believe, it being 
our Duty to grow in the Knowledge of our. Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. iii. 18. and 
not only to add to our faith virtue, but allo 
to our virtue knowledge, chap, i. 5. 
The Things which JI here point at, are ſo 
very plainly ſet forth in Scripture, that he who 
runs may read them (as the Prophet ſpeaks, 
Hab. ii. 2.) and therefore I need only to men- 


tion them; becauſe they are generally known 


and believed by all Chriſtians. 


Thus then we are moſt plainly taught in 


Holy Scripture; and it is accordingly acknow- 
ledged and believed by thoſe who receive and 
profeſs the Goſpel of Chriſt; That is to ſay; 


That the Son of God became Man, and took 


our Nature upon him ; POT. 
That, by the powerful Operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, He was conceived in the Womb 
of a pure Virgin, and born of her; 
That he was of the Lineage of holy Abra- 
bam and David; „„ . 

| T hat 


C3) „ 
That be led a moſt pure and holy Life, with» 
out the leaſt Spot or Stain of Sin; 
That He was the Chriſt, or Meffiah, whom 
God had long before promiſed to ſend into 


the World for. great and glorious Purpoſes ; 
„That all the Doctrine which he taught, 


Was from God and therefore undoubtedly 


| UNECE 
That all the Comaignds and Precepts, which 
he gave out, were alſo from God, and there= 
fore to be obeyed; _ | 
That for the Confirmation of the Truth of 
his Doctrine, and the Authority of his Pre- 
cepts, he wrought many Miracles, which 
could not have been performed but by the ex- 
traordinary Power of God; | 
That he was, unjuſtly. crucified and put 
to Death, his Soul being ſeparated from his 
Body; 
That his Bode. was buried, and continued 
in the State of Death until the third Day; 
That upon the third Day he roſe again to 
Life; of which his Apoſtles and mere were 
faithful Witneſſes; 
That at the End of Forty Days, he was vi- 
fibly. raken up into Heaven; _ N 


That he fits at the rig ht. Hand af the Wo 


25 God, and has all 122 in Heaven and 
arths :.. 

That before his Death, he ordained and 
commanded that all, e ſhould believe on 
un. ſhould. eat of that Bread, and drink of 

34 that 
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that Cup, which he app pointed in Remem. 
brance of his Death-and Paſſion; 

That, before his Aſcenſion, he gave Biker 
and Commandment to his Apoſtles to teach 
his, Doctrine and publiſh his Piecepts unto all 
Nations, and to receive all that ſhould believe 
on him into his Church by Baptiſm; iu + 

Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of thi 
Holy bot. For which Reaſon his Church i; 
187 Catholic, or Univerſal; becauſe all Nati. 
ons of the World, are See admitted into 
it; 
Ti That, in the” hmUnübn of FM Holy 
Churth,! Forgiveneſs of Sins is moſt” certain 
to be had, vpon the Conditions of Faith and 
Repentance ; His Death' and Paſſion being a 
Sacrifice and Propitiation' for the Sins of the 
World; and he being not only our Lord, but 
alſo our High Prieſt, and N. one Mediator 
between God and us; 
That, to enable his Apoſtles mae Diſciple 
to publiſh thoſe glad Tidings to the World, 
and bring Men over to the Belief of them, he 
ſent the Holy Ghoſt, the blefſed Spirit of God, 
who is one with the Vather and the Son, to in- 
ſpire and endow them with perfect Knowledge, 
and every other Gift that was neceſſary for this 
Pur poſe, and to aſſiſt every faithful Chriflian 
W the Way of Saenrion to the Kod of the 
© i $4 


And, Laſtly, That * is »pxi6ltires to be the 
Judge of all Men; i 'befote” whoſe Judgment- 


{eat 


* a4 = — Saw — Sz 


1 89 ) 


A we muſt every one of us ſtand at the laſt 
great Day to receive Sentence, either for eter- 
nal Happineſs or everlaſting Puniſhment, ac- 
cording as we have performed or neglected 


our Duty. In order to which Judgment, the 


Bodies of all, who then ſhall have died, will 
be raiſed up and re-united to their Souls, and 
a Change will be made in all thoſe who then 


ſhall be found alive. 
Theſe are the particular Ine comprehen- 


| ded under this general Expreſſion of believing 
| in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in order to our Salva 


tion; and they are all of them fo plainly taught 
in the Holy Scriptures, and fo unanimouſly. 
believed in all Chriſtian Churches, that it is 


| hard to conceive how any Man can be ignorant 


of them, or any of them, except it be for want 


Jof Enquiry or Attention: Or if any Man, 
8 chrough the Want of Capacity or Infiruttion, 
is not ſufficiently informed- about them; he 


muſt be left to anſwer for himſelf at the great 
Judgment-Day. But if any Man ſhall refuſe. 


to believe them or any of chem, becauſe he 18 
| not able to find out the particular Manner how 


they are or can be; the fame Anſwer muſt be 
given to him as | have already given to thoſe 
who,” for the ſame Reaſon, entertain ſome 


Doubt about Fe/us Chri/'s being the begotten 
Son of God. Surely God's Knowledge is infi- 


nitely greater than ours; and if He has plainly 


| declared a Thing ſo to be, what a Preſumption 


is it in us, poor Mortals, to refuſe to believe 
B 5 1 


„ 

it; becauſe we are not able to underſtand the 
Manner of it? F 

There are many other particular Circum- 
Ratices relating to the Birth, Life, Death, Re- 
ſurrection, and Aſcenſion of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, and many other Things ſaid and taught 
by Him and his Apoſtles, which are very 
ae ſet forth in Holy Scripture, and very 
profitable to be known, as far as a Man is ca- 
pable of coming to the Knowledge of them; 
of which yet it a Man happens to be ignorant, 
His Salvation will not be thereby affected, ex- 
cept his Ignorance proceeds from his own 
groſs Neglect or Careleſſneſs: But in the ſeve- 
ral Things which I have now recounted, the 
Glory of God, and the Salvation of us all 
are nearly concerned; for which Reaſon they 
ought to be known, and believed by every 
Chriſtian, and diligently taught and inculcated 


by all-ſuch as have the Care of Souls commit- 
ted to them. 


And thus 1 have 3 Dh are the ſeveral 


Particulars which we are bound to believe con- 
cerning Chriſt, in order to our being ſaved 


through Him; which was the 2 * 


ropoſed. 

arne other Queſtion, which remains to be 
anſwered, is this: What are the ſeveral Con- 
mandments of God, which, for the ſame Purpoſe, 
toe are obliged to keep ? To which, in a Thing 
ſo very well known, a ſhort Anſwer, provided 
it be — will, I think, be ſufficient.- 11 


would they ſhould do unto us; and that we 
ſhould be ſober, chafte, and temperate, and 


1 ſay, we call Moral Commanaments ; becauſe 


ſo manifeſtly declared throughout the Holy 


. 

All the Commandments, which God has gi- 
ven unto Men, have been, and muſt of Neceſ- 
fity. always be, either, F irſt, Moral; or Se- 
condly, Pofitrve Commandments, as we uſually 
diſtinguiſh. them. . 
By Moral Commandments we mean all ſuch 
as require Things that are good in themſelves, 
and in their Nature; the Goodneſs of which 
every ſober Man's Reaſon is ſufficient to con- 
vince him of. Thus the Commandments which 
God has given both in the Old and New Teſ- 
tament, that we ſhould love, fear, ſerve, and 
worſhip him, and not give religious Worſhip 
to any other; that we ſhould love our Neigh- 
bours as ourſelves, and do unto all Men as we 


carefully abſtain from every Action and Deſire 
that is any way contrary to whatever God has 
thus enjoined : all this Sort of Commandments, 


the Goodneſs of them is moſt manifeſt to every 
one who will but foberly think of them. And 
that all theſe Moral Commandments are of per- 
petual Obligation to all Chriſtians; and Indeed 
to all Men that were, are, or ever ſhall be, is 


Scriptures, and ſo univerſally acknowledged 
by all Parties, that I need not here offer any 
thing for the Proof of it. _ 8 
Beſide ſuch Things as theſe, which are natu- 
rally and eternally good, and to every Man's 
N 13 ſober 


( 36 ) 


y 


ſober Reaſon appear ſo to be, God was for- 
merly pleaſed. to command. other Things alſo, 
which had no other. Goodneſs 'in them, bur 
only that God had commanded them; ang 


+ © . 2 


contained in the Old Law, and among them, 
that of the /evenih-Day-/abbath, as far as it is a 


Peſitive Command, were by tie Goſpel of Chri? 
et | utterly. 


(3) 


| utterly abrogated and laid afide, and that no 
part of that Law was to be retzined but what 
is purely moral, is ſo very plain, both from 
the whole Deſign of the New Leſtament, and 
many well known particular Paſſages in it, and 
ſo univerfally believed by all Chriſtians, that I 
need not ſtand now to give any more particular 
| Proof of it, | 
But although all the old 75 tive Commands, 
which God formerly gave to his choſen People, 
ire abohſhed and done away by Jeſus Chrift, 
yet there were four poſitive Commands, which 
he thought fir to leave with his Apoſtles, for 
ever to be obſerved in his Church to the end 
of the World. 
= HPFr/, That all Perſons, who are received 
nt his Church, ſhould be baptized in the Name 
| of the Father, aid of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Matt. xxviii. 19. | 
Secondly, That all, who profeſs the Chriſ- 
tian Faith, ſhould often eat of that Bread, and 
drink of that Cap, which he appointed ro be 
eaten and drunk in remembrance of him, and to 
| ſhew forth his Death until he come. Matt. 
Xvi. 26. Sc. 1 Cor. xi. 23, Sc. 
Thirdly, That the Firft Day in every W eek 
(being the Day on which he aroſe from the 
Dead) ſhould in a particular Manner be ſet a- 
part for the Service of God, and the holy Aſ- 
femblies for his Worthip : Which has all along 
been done in the Chriſtian Church from the 
very Time of his Reſurrection, John xx. 26. 
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( 30 ) 
ABs xx. 7. 1 Cor. xvi. 2. For which Rea 
the Day has all along been called 2% Lord 
Day, Rev. i. 10. as being particularly appoints 
ed by In, 

Fourtbiy, That (to ae Contade! ion, 1 Cor, 
xiv. 23.) cvery Man ſhould not be at Libery 
to take upon himſelf the Performance  ] Holy 
Offices! in the Church; but that there hou); 
every where be. ſettled Paſtors and Teacher, 
whoſe proper Buſineſs it ſhould, be to inſtrut 
the. People, and fo to regulate all the Circum- 
ances of religious Performances among them, 
as that al} things be done to edifying, 1 Cor. xv. 
26. and decently and in order, . 40. For this 
Purpoſe our Saviour ent his Apoſtles, 55 
xx. 21, as Labcurers in God's Harveſt, Matth. 
ix. 38. And they, by virtue of the Authority 
which they had received from him, wherever 
they planted the Goſpel, not, only regulated 
all theſe Things themſelves, as we find St. 
Paul expreſsly to. have done, 1 Cor. xiv. but 
alſo appointed others to do the ſame; and for 
this Purpoſe ordained Elders in every Church, 
Acts xiv. 23. Tit. i. 5. giving Commandment 
to the People to obey them who had the Kult 
over them, and watched for their ſouls, Heb. 
xlii. 17. and requiring that ſuch Teachers 
ſhould always be continued in the Church. 
The things that thou baſt heard from me, among 
many witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful 
men, who ſhall be able to teach others ai/o, ſays 
St. Lg to Ys 2 Tim. ii. 2. Although 

none 


( 39 ) 


none of theſe Teachers or Rulers were to be 
rds over God's beritage, 1 Pet. v. 3. or to 
| have dominion over the faith of Chriſtians, 2 Cor. 
i. 24. but only to feed the flock of God, and take 
W the overſight thereof, 1 Pet. v. 2. 


And thus I have given a plain and full, 


though brief, Account of the Anſwer, which 
| our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles have made 


to this important, and only neceſſary Queſtion 


| in Religion, bat muſt we do to be ſaved? 


which is, that % believe in the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, and to keep the commandments of God, is 
the ſure and only way to eternal ſalvation. | 


| have alſo ſhewn you what the particular Things 
are which we are to believe concerning Chriſt, 


and what the Commandments of God are 
which we are to keep. All the moral Com- 
mandments of God are of perpetual Obligation : 
The poſitive Commandments, which he thought 
fit to give to his People before the Coming of 
Chrit, are all aboliſhed: and there are four, 
and but four, poſitive Commandments given by 
him to the Chriſtian Church. 

If any Man ſhall here aſk, what we are then 
to think of that Multitude of Doctrines, both 
ſpeculative and practical, which, by many, 
have been mixed and blended with Religion ; 


and about which learned Men have ſo long and 


earneſtly diſputed, and writ ſo many Volumes, 
that they are not to be numbered, and much 
leſs to be read ; I ſhall giye him a very ſhort, 
but plain, Anſwer, 3 
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Firſt, If any Doctrine appears to be falſe, 
and manifeſtly contrary to plain Reaſon, or 
Holy Scripture, or both, it is, without any 
more ado, to be rejected. ox 
| Secondly, If any Doctrine be intricate and 
perplexed, and minifters queſtions, rather thay 
godly edifying which is in faith, St. Paul has di. 
rected us not to give heed to ſuch Things, 
r n HHS | | 

Thirdly, If any Doctrine be uſeſul and pro- 
fitable, although not ſtrictly neceſſary to Sal. 
vation, there is no Doubt to be made, but 
that it may be ſoberly debated by thoſe who 
are of Capacity for it: Provided always that 
it be done with Modeſty, Humility, and Cha- 
rity; and without aſſuming any dominion over 
the faith of Chriſtians, 2 Cor. i. 24. 

Fourthly, No Doctrine is to be impoſed ei- 
ther to be believed or put in Practice, as neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation, befides what has been taught 
as ſuch by Jeu Chrift, or his Apoſtles. This 
is a Point of great Importance; and therefore 
I ſhall a little enlarge upon it. 

When God had given his Law unto the 
People of Jrael, he laid a ſtrict Injunction upon 
them that they ſhould not add to the Word which 
be commanded them, neither ſhould they diminiſh 
ought from it, Deut. iv. 2. and xii. 32. Solomon 
alſo gives them ſuch another Charge, Prov. 
xxx. 6. Add thou not, (lays he) unto bis 

Words, leſt he reprove thee, and thou be found 3 
Liar. It was not hereby forbidden to thoſe in 
N I 5 Authority 


( 4%.) 
Authority, to make human Laws for the pru- 
dent Regulation and Conduct of Affairs, both 
in Chufeh and State; but only that they 
ſhould not take upon them to make any Alte- 
ntion in God's Law, either by adding any thing 


to it, or diminiſhing any thing from it; but that 
whatever ſhould be eſtabliſhed by any Human 


by Hunan Authority ; and not impoſed upon 


me People, as if God himſelf had immediately 
. commanded it. And if no ſuch Addition to, or 
Alteration in, the Law of God given by Moſes, 


˖ 

) WE was allowed to be made by any Man, or Men, 
t whatſoever; 1 think that, by Parity of Reaſon, 
dhe ſame Care ought ſtrictly to be taken with 


regard to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, But 


there is ſomething farther yet to be ſaid touch- 
ing this Matter. 


The Apoſtles of Chriſt, who were ſent and. 


commiſñoned by him to preach the Goſpel; 


the Myſteries of God, 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. Good 
Stewards of the manifold Grace of God, 1 Pet. 
iv. o. They kept back nothing that was pro- 
frable, Acts xx. 20. But wherever they plant- 
ed a Church, they declared unto them all the 
Counſel of God; ver. 27, That is to ſay, they 
fully taught them every thing that was ne- 
ceflary, or even profitable to their Salvati- 

on. 

But ſome Falſe Teachers and Preachers there 
were, who ſoon began to make Alterations, of 
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the Apoſtles (I ſay) were faithful Stewards of 


their : 


( 42 ); 

their own deviſing, in the Goſpel. Particu- 
larly, there were ſome that taught, that erceht 
Men were circumciſed after the Manner of Moſes, 
and kept the Law, they could not be faved, Acts 
XV. 1. 24. This Doctrine had made a great 
Progreſs in the Church of Galatia. The 
Preachers of it had no Deſign of utterly abo. 
liſhing, or wholly ſetting aſide the Goſpel of 
Chrift : But they endeayoured to add ſomething 
to it, as neceſſary 70 Salvation, which Chris, 
or his Apoſtles, had never taught ſo to be, 
And yet the Apoſtle St. Paul calls this anotbcr 
Ge/pel. I marvel (ſays he) that ye are fo ſoon 


. gies th 


removed. from him that called you into the Grace As 
of Chriſt, anto encther Geſpel: Which is nit WE Thin 
(indeed properly ſpeaking) another; but there Th 
be ſome that trouble you, and would pervert the Wvatio 
Go/pel of Chriſt. By another Goſpel then, it is fully 
plain, he means no more but the adding any Hand 
thing to the Goſpel, as neceſſary to Salvation, Mare, 
which had not been taught ſo to be either by Win H 
Chriſt, or his Apoſtles; and to put a Stop to any 
this and all the like Practices and Attempts, Addi 
he adds theſe moſt remarkable Words: but ſo tc 
though we, or an Angel from Heaven, preaco if eſcax 
an other. Goſpel unto you, than that which w Wl theſe 
have preached unto you, let them be accurjes. Wh ted, 
And that his Words may make the deeper Im— 1 
preſſion, he repeats the ſame Thing again, Mat 
we /aid before, ſo ſay I now again, I, any 10 Wl 4 
a 


preach another Goſpel Unto you, thau that ye pave 
a | . 9 SEE 03 ot rece. ved, ever 
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e evil, Eccleſ. xii. 13, 14. 


( 43 ) 


Though then, for the preſent, we ſhould ſuppoſe 
that the Authority of Tradition and all the gene- 
ral Councils, and others, that ever were in the 


Vorid, and of all the Fathers and ancient Litur- 
Cotes that ever were in the Church, and of all the 
Learned men that are, or ever were, upon ide 
Lace of the Earth, and the Authority even of an 


Angel from Heaven, could be brought to prove any 
one thing to be neceſſary io Salvation, which nei- 


ber Chriſt nor his Apoſtles, ever taught /o to be; 
ve ought to have no Manner of Regard to it all. 


As St. Paul did, fo do I repeat the ſame 


Thing again; Though for the preſent, &c. 


The Terms and Conditions of our Sal- 


vation are fixed by God, and have faith- 
fully and fully been made known by Cbriſt 

and his Apoſtles; nor have all the Men that 
Fare, or ever were, no nor all the Angels 
Fin Heaven, any Authority given to them, or 
any of them, to make any Alteration in, or 
Addition to, them: And whoever attempts 
E io to do, let him well conſider how he ſhall 
F elcape that dreadful Curſe, which St. Paul, in 
[theſe Words of his, that I have but now quo- 


ted, denounces againſt him. 
Let us hear the Concluſion of the whole 


Matter: Fear God and keep bis Commandments ; 
er this is the whele Duty 
ſhall bring every Work into Judgment, with 


of Man. For God 
every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whether 


I will 


received, let bim be accurſed. As you may read 
the Whole, Gal. i. 6. | 
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. 
I wilt only add one remarkable Paſſage 
of St, Paul, which I wiſh were deeply in. 
printed upon the Heart of every Chriſtian; 
Flee alſo youthful Luis; but follow Right. 
ouſneſs, Faith, Charity, Peace with them thy 
call on the Lord, out of a pure Heart, Bu 
Fooliſo and unlearned Dneftions avoid, know. 
ing that * ao gender Serifes, 2 Tim. i ii. 22, 


23. 
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